
 

 

 2019 Annual Report  

Skagit County 

The projects in this report have been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. The contents of this document do not nec-
essarily reflect the views and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency.  

ñSkagit County Marine Resources Committee acts as a catalyst for the protection and restoration of the  
marine waters, habitats and species of Skagit County to achieve ecosystem health and sustainable resource useò  
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2019 was an exciting year for the Skagit Marine Resources Committee, celebrating our 20th anniversary! A special presenta-
tion by distinguished speakers shared with the Skagit County Board of Commissioners some of the excellent work and pro-
grams of the MRC over these 20 years - Olympia oyster restoration, pinto abalone restoration, Bowman Bay and many other 

nearshore restoration projects, derelict gear removal, creosote inventory and removal. Developing citizen scientist volunteers 
through the Salish Sea Stewards training who help with monitoring nearshore restoration sites, marine water quality monitor-
ing, forage fish surveys and reporting, kelp surveys by kayak, green crab surveys, beach clean ups, and outreach opportuni-
ties at various events. Special events and educations programs including Fidalgo Bay Day, Kids on the Beach, shoreline land-
owner workshops, and ocean acidification workshops. Special thanks to Sarah Tchang for her leadership as Chair of the MRC 

for most of the year. It was my pleasure to step in upon her departure. I look forward to what lies 
ahead in 2020. We face new challenges in uncharted waters, but we have found that, as a group, 
we are collaborators, problem solvers, doers, thinkers and helpers. Letôs not go back to normal. If 
we go back to the way things were, we will have missed the lesson. Letôs work together and do 
better. 



 

 

Background:   
Established in 1999, the Skagit 
County Marine Resources Com-
mittee (MRC) is one of seven 
citizen-advisory committees 
formed under the congressional-
ly authorized Northwest Straits 
Marine Conservation Initiative 
(NWSI) as part of a grassroots 
effort to protect our marine re-
sources. 
 
Goals and Benchmarks:  
1)  Protect and restore marine 

populations and the health of the 
local marine waters, habitats, 
and shorelines to sustainable 
levels;  
2)  Collect high quality data 

and promote its use and dissem-
ination; and  
3)  Promote stewardship and 

understanding of Skagit County 
marine resources through edu-
cation and outreach.   
 
To learn more: 
www.skagitmrc.org 

SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
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The NWSC serves as the ñboard of directorsò and is comprised of five guberna-
torial representatives, one tribal representative appointed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and one representative from each of the seven county-based Marine 
Resources Committees (MRCs) including Skagit, Whatcom, Island, Snohomish, 

San Juan, Jefferson, and Clallam counties. The NWSC provides base funding for the operations and action 
projects of the MRCs.  The NWSC also provides technical assistance, tools, resources, training and coordina-
tion among MRCs, and integrates work with a regional focus. The NWSC has four full-time staff and holds an 
annual training conference each year for all MRC members: To learn more:  www.nwstraits.org. 

 
 The Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Serves as the non-profit extension 
of the Initiative. The NWSF works with the MRCs to identify and pursue addition-
al funding from public and private sources to help leverage support for MRC pri-
ority projects and supplement the core federal support for MRCs.  The NWSF 
also manages the derelict fishing gear removal program, nearshore restoration 

and monitoring, and shoreline landowner workshops in partnership with the MRCs.  To learn more: 
www.nwstraitsfoundation.org. 

Skagit MRC Members:  Appoint-
ed by Commissioners and repre-
sent diverse interest y the Skagit 
County Board of groups including: 
local government, tribes, Ports, 
conservation organizations, marine 
scientists, industry, knowledgeable 
citizens, and sport and commercial 
fishing.  
 
Administrative Support:  Provid-
ed by the Natural Resources Divi-
sion of the Skagit County Public 
Works Department and is partly 
funded through the Clean Water 
Program.   
 
Meetings:  MRC meetings occur 
the second Thursday of each month 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Meet-
ings are open to the public and ro-
tate between Anacortes and Mount 
Vernon. Guest speakers are invited 
to present different topics related to 
the marine environment.   

aw/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
мΣорп ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ нлмфΗΗ 

MRC Member Interest 
Group 

Tracy Alker  
(Staff Support) 

Skagit County 
Public Works 

Jude Apple 
Alt: Suzanne Schull 

Padilla Bay 
NERR 

Todd Mitchell 
Alt:  Nicole Casper 

Swinomish Tribe 

Rachel Best 
Alt:  Darla G Smith 

Citizen 

Nate Biletnikoff/ Brian 
Robson 

Shell Puget 
Sound Refinery 

Phyllis Bravinder  
(NWSC Alt Rep) 

Citizen 

Paul Dinnel  Marine Scientist 

Pete Haase  
(NWSC Rep) 

Citizen 

Lynne Jordan/Kathy 
Thornburgh  
Alt: Kari Odden 

Skagit Land Trust 

Jay Lind  
(NWSF Rep) 

Sports & Com-
mercial Fishing 

Diane Hennebert  City of Anacortes 

Betsy Stevenson 
(MRC Chair) 

Skagit County 
Planning Dept. 

Sarah Tchang  /   
Kevin Anderson 

Port of  Ana-
cortes 

Todd Woodard/Matt 
Castle Alt: Jodi Bluhm 

Samish Indian 
Nation 
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Projects 
  

Skagit MRC  
Project Leads 

NWSC 
Grant  
(EPA/PSP) 

NWSF  
(Grants & Private 
Donations  &  

Estimated In-Kind 
Values) 

County 
Clean 
Water 
Funds 

 
Other Funding Sources & 
In-Kind Support  (Estimated 

Values) 
 

MRC Operations Tracy Alker $23,900 $0 $2,659  MRC member volunteer hours 

Fidalgo Bay Day Pete Haase $1,900 Staff support for beach 
seinng ($100) 

$0 in-kind (Samish Indian Nationôs 
Facility, seafood donations, 
insurance, etc.) 

Salish Sea  
Stewards  

Rachel Best $19,900 Staff support to teach 
classes ($100) 

Staff sup-
port to 
teach clas-
ses 

Friends of Skagit Beaches pro-
vided funding for facility rental, 
background checks, t-shirts, 
and speaker gifts. Speakers 
donated time and Volunteer 
hours for all projects 

Kids on the 
Beach 

Pete Haase $8,900 Staff support to coordi-
nate volunteers ($50) 

$0 Samish Indian Nationôs facility 
and staff assistance. Swinomish  
Several volunteer hours provid-
ed for beach activities 

Bowman Bay 
Restoration 

Jay Lind $2,400 

Staff support ($50) $0 

Skagit Fisheries Enhancement 
Group provided plants for plant-
ing in the fall.  Volunteers pro-
vided many hours maintaining 
newly planted vegetation 

Pinto Abalone 
Restoration 

Paul Dinnel $18,000 

$0 $0 

WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) and WA Department 
of Natural Resources (WDNR) 
funding for hatchery manage-
ment and outplanting 

Nearshore  
Restoration  
Monitoring 

Jason Morgan
(NWSF) 

$0 $15,000 Skagit Restora-
tion Initiative (SRI) 
funds for monitoring 

$0 
Volunteers provided many 
hours monitoring the shorelines 

Forage Fish  
Surveys 

Pete Haase $0 $0 $0 WDFW staff time to process & 
analyze samples. Volunteers 
provided many hours conduct-
ing surveys  

Kelp Surveys and 
Recovery 

Phyllis  
Bravinder 

$0 $0 $0 Volunteers provided many 
hours conducting  kayak kelp 
surveys 

Crabber Outreach Susan George 
(SSS Volunteer) 

$0 $10,000 $0 Volunteers provided many 
hours conducting crabber out-
reach 

Native Oyster 
Restoration 

Paul Dinnel $0 $0 $0 Puget Sound Restoration Fund 
provided additional oyster shell 
and seed. WDFW provided oys-
ter string tiles. Volunteers pro-
vided hundreds of hours  moni-
toring oysters 

Fidalgo Bay 
Property ðWater 
Quality Study 

Karri Odden/ 
Lisa Kaufman 
(NWSF)  

$0 $860 Skagit Restoration 
Initiative Funds. 

$0 Skagit Land Trust Matching 
Funds 

Kukutali Preserve 
Restoration/
Monitoring  

Lisa Kaufman & 
Jason Morgan 
(NWSF)  

$0 $600 $0 8 Volunteers provided 156 
hours conducting nearshore 
monitoring 

Total $75,000 ~ $26,760 $2,659  Estimated over $100,000 

2019 SKAGIT MRC FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
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Skagit MRCôs education and outreach programs are designed to reach a wide range of 
demographics from young kids to senior citizens 

 

 

¶ Fidalgo Bay Day  

¶ Salish Sea Stewards  

¶ Kids on the Beach  

¶ Recreational Crabber Outreach  

¶ Skagit MRC Participation at Special Events 

 

+ÉÄÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÅÁÃÈ  - #ÏÎ×ÁÙ ήÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅȡ    0ÈÏÔÏ #ÒÅÄÉÔɀ 0ÁÕÌ $ÉÎÎÅÌ  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
ñPromote Stewardship and Understanding of Skagit County Marine Resourcesò 
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§ Provides a free and fun learning experience for 

young kids and families. 

§ Increases public awareness and a sense of 

connection to the marine environment.   

§ Inspires stewardship and marine conservation. 

§ Builds strong partnerships. 

FIDALGO BAY DAY 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳƛǎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ bŀǝƻƴΩǎ CƛŘŀƭƎƻ .ŀȅ wŜǎƻǊǘ ƛƴ !ƴŀŎƻǊǘŜǎ 

§ Over 400 visitors  
 

§ 50 volunteers 
 

§ Over 200 volunteer hours 
 

§ 27 participating organizations with 
educational displays, games, and activities 

 

§ 3 local businesses provided complimentary 
seafood and refreshments  

 

§ 150 discovery passport activities completed  
 

§ 25 coloring contest participants 
 
§ Kid friendly craft tables and face painting 
hosted by the Mount Vernon High School Key 
Club   

 
§ Interactive Activities: Beach seining, 
forage fish & birding beach walks, virtual 3-D 
Salish Sea diving experience, microscope 
activities, and a giant gray whale skull 

 
§ Free samples of seafood chowder, grilled 
shellfish, brownies, and popcorn 

 
§ Samish Indian Nation welcome and no host 
salmon BBQ lunch 

 
§ Zero Waste event  
 
 
For the full 2019 Fidalgo Bay Day report go to the 
Skagit MRC website: www.skagitmrc.org. 
 

2019 HIGHLIGHTS 

Education and Outreach 

¢I!bY ¸h¦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ Wŀȅ [ƛƴŘ  ό9ǾŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ  Lƴ 
ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ƪŀƎƛǘ .ŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳƛǎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ bŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎΥ 
¢ŀȅƭƻǊ {ƘŜƭƭŬǎƘΣ !ŘǊƛƊΣ DŜǊŜ-!-5ŜƭƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀŎƻǊǘŜǎ .ƻȅǎ ϧ DƛǊƭǎ /ƭǳōΦ   

       Why is it Important? 

Did you know? 

This event is 

planned and carried 

out almost entirely 

by volunteers!   

http://www.skagitmrc.org/media/40495/2018Fidalgo-Bay-Day-2018-Final-Report.pdf

