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Salish Sea Stewards class exploring Deception Pass State Park tidepools. 
Photo By: Padilla Bay NERR staff 

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under Assistance Agreement  CE-02J98701-0  to Puget Sound 
Partnership. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency, nor does mention of trade 
names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
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Jellyfish painting by MRC member Darla Gay Smith. 



 

  

YEAR IN REVIEW: 2025 
This report highlights the Skagit Marine Resources Committeeôs (MRC) accomplishments and demonstrates the multiple 
collaborations and partnerships, shared resources, in-kind support, leveraged funding, and trained community volunteers which all 
contribute to a greater collective impact in protecting and improving the health of the Salish Sea. 

11 
MRC Members 

97 
Community Volunteers  

2,669+ 
Volunteer Hours  

Value=$12,571 

11 
MRC Projects  

54 
Partners 

$137,808 
Leveraged Funding  

(In-Kind) 

SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

MRC members are volunteers appointed by the Board of Skagit County 
Commissioners as stakeholders of the marine environment representing a broad 
spectrum of community interests including tribal, government, economic, 
recreational, conservation, and scientific. The MRC identifies local priorities and 
carries out projects that help restore and protect the marine environment. Skagit 
MRC is administered under the Natural Resources Division of Skagit County 
Public Works.  

MRC members  
contributed over 

887 
     Volunteer Hours!  

Kevin Anderson 
(Port of Anacortes) 

Lynne Wenberg-
Davidson  
MRC Chair 
NWSC Rep  

(Skagit Land Trust) 

Pete Haase 
MRC Vice- Chair 
(Citizen-at-Large) 

Darla Gay Smith 
(Sport Fishing) 

Jude Apple 
(Padilla Bay NERR) 

Paul Dinnel 
(Marine Scientist)  

 
Congratulations!  
Dr. Paul Dinnel 

 
2025 Northwest Straits 
Environmental Leadership 

Award Recipient 

Matt Castle 
(Samish Indian Nation) Carolyn Moulton 

(City of Anacortes) 

Elizabeth Drozda 
(The Salish Sea 
School) 

Catey Ritchie 
(Swinomish Tribal  
Community)  

Dale Fournier 
(Environmental 
Education)  

Tracy Alker  
Skagit MRC Staff 
(Skagit County 
Public Works) 

Want to Learn More?    
MRC meetings occur the 
second Thursday each month 
from 9am-11am and are open 
to the public.  For more 
information, contact Tracy Alker 
at tracya@co.skagit.wa.us 
www.skagitmrc.org 
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Organizational Structure and Funding 
We are a grassroots collaboration encompassing seven counties with a mission to protect and restore the marine waters, 
habitats, and species of the Northwest Straits region. Our work is driven by community needs, priorities, and boots on the ground 
actions.  Our unique organizational structure includes the regional coordinating body of the Northwest Straits Commission and 
seven county-based Marine Resources Committees enabling strong collective action at the local level and across the region. 

Northwest Straits Commission carries out regional conservation projects and provides funding, training, 
guidance, technical support, and regional collaboration to support the 7 MRCs. 

Clallam 
MRC 

Jefferson 
MRC 

Island  
MRC 

Skagit  
MRC 

San Juan 
MRC 

Snohomish 
MRC 

Whatcom 
MRC 

Marine Resources Committees are a county-based grassroots collaboration of community volunteers 
representing diverse interest groups that serve as advisors to local government and carry out projects that 
protect and restore marine resources through sound science and education and outreach.  

2025 Funding  
Skagit County Marine Resources Committee  

$61,500 

$65,000 

$67,000 

Leveraged Funding (in-kind)    $137,808 

TOTAL MRC FUNDING               $289,934 
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